
Welcome to our February 2017 newsletter...

Great weekend for the yard

Quids In won his race easily in very testing ground but he dealt with it well, jumping 

brilliantly and went away to win on the bridle. He has been so straight forward since we 

bought him coming fourth first time, then second and now winning. We will give him 

plenty of time to get over his race as he is only four and will see how the handicapper 

treats him as to whether we go for another novice or try for a more valuable handicap.

Airpur Desbois was having his first start for the yard having been bought very cheaply at 

the sales from Charlie Mann’s. His last few runs had been disappointing and it was not 

clear exactly how he would cope with the conditions, however, before the race we were 

hopeful that he would deliver the goods this time as his home work has been pleasing. 

We thought he would enjoy more positive tactic’s and he didn’t disappoint, he jumped 

and travelled like a dream. He looked like the winner two from home but idled in front 

and got headed at the last. He kept on nicely to finish second after looking like he might 

fade into third which was pleasing to see. We think he should go well next time on better 

ground. He will be a fun horse in the right grade and looks like the type to win races over 

hurdles before improving further once going chasing.

Zalvados ran a cracking race at Carlisle last week. He finished second to an older horse that showed its experience in dealing with 

the stiff finish and heavy ground, but he settled and jumped better than his first start over hurdles and he looks the type to win races 

over hurdles. He has plenty of size and scope for jumping and seems to have taken to the change in discipline extremely well. At the 

moment he seems to be relishing the soft going but there is no reason why he wouldn’t go on better ground in the spring.

We had a fantastic day at Uttoxeter on Saturday with two runners finishing first and second. 

Runners coming up
We have got two runners this week, our 
first is on Wednesday at Kempton where 
Gamesters Lad is having his first run for 
the yard. His handicap mark is at a level 
that if he shows the same ability on the 
track as he does at home he should 
go close. He is running over 1m3f with 
Josh Doyle on board who has plenty of 
experience. Zalvados is our second runner 
of the week and he heads to Haydock for 
the Victor Ludorum Juvenile Hurdle on 
Saturday, it will be a hot contest but often 
there aren’t many runners and a strongly 
run race will suit him.

Upcoming sales and horse for sale
I am heading to the Cheltenham Horses in Training Sale on Thursday where 45 
horses will come under the hammer from France, England and Ireland. off the 
track and Point to Pointers. It is a quality sale with plenty of top horses coming 
out of it year on year so will be hoping to buy at least one to join the team.

I bought a horse called Driftwood 
(see picture) at the Doncaster sales 
in January; he is a smashing horse 
to look at with a smashing page. We 
have been cantering and jumping 
him and he has a lovely way about 
him By Kayf Tara has taken time to 
mature but his previous owner has 
been patient and he is now ready to 
go. A 25% share in him is available.
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To keep up to date with runners, and hopefully some more winners, don’t forget to visit 
our website, follow us on Twitter and like our page on Facebook.

@olivergreenall

facebook.com/OCGRacing

St Moritz

Los Cerritos has been out in Switzerland all week 

preparing for his race and has been a transformed 

horse out there; on his toes and loving the snow. 

He ran on Sunday over 1800m with Alexander 

Pietsch on board in the trial for the big race in two 

weeks and it was a big ask for him with plenty 

of horses rated higher.  Nonetheless, he took 

to it like a duck to water and was leading at the 

furlong pole but idled in front and got caught by 

an experienced snow horse who has raced there 

for the last 3 years and is used to the surface. He 

only got beaten by a neck so will now go for the 

“LONGINES 78. Grosser Preis von St. Moritz” in 

two weeks which is worth 110,000 Swiss Francs 

so let’s hope with a clear run and some luck 

he should go close. It is likely to be a lot more 

competitive race but he should improve with being 

at altitude and continuing to get used the surface. 

It’s great for the yard to have a horse over there as 

it has a big following and there is some excellent 

prize money on offer and I am very grateful to the 

owners for giving us this opportunity and being 

such good sports.


