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LIFE AFTER RACING

It was great to get sent this mare in the Spring. The owners have had horses with me since I 
started and I was delighted when they asked me to train her. 

She wasn’t the greatest eater when she came but after some treatment for stomach ulcers 
and once she became settled in her routine she started to eat really well. She was always 
straight forward to train and very easy to ride, never any fuss and great to deal with. She had 
been second three times for her previous trainer over a mile on soft ground so that is what 
we felt was the best for her, and she ran a cracker for us first time out at Haydock on soft 
over a mile finishing a good third in a good race. 

The ground dried up then however and she just didn’t want to know on the faster ground so 
we decided to give her a couple of months off and wait for some soft ground in the autumn. 
This worked out perfectly as the ground came soft and she ran a cracker at Hamilton on soft 
to finish second just getting beat off a mark of 55 and never looked back from there, winning 
at Ayr, Bath, Doncaster and Nottingham all within 6 weeks. 

She seemed to do it with ease each time and always finishing with her ears pricked just 
saving a little for herself so always came home fresh and never went off her grub which 
made us able to build up the quick sequence. She ended the season on a rating of 77, 22lbs 
higher than when she started her sequence of wins.

As it happened we used four different jockeys and it only worked out like that as the first 
time it was for jockeys who had ridden less than 10 winners, then a normal apprentice race, 
then an amateur race and finally Lady amateur race. I am convinced she enjoyed the change 
in riding styles and they all did a great job in riding her. My favourite win has to be her win 
at Doncaster, Cai Williams rode her that day and he has worked for me for three years now 
and been a fantastic loyal member of the team, he has had a few rides for the yard but it is 
always hard for a new stable to find opportunities for an amateur to ride so I was so thrilled 
for Cai to get a winner on the track and a small pay back for all his hard work over the years. 

He has worked in racing for a long 
time and so I was so happy for him 
that he has now rode a winner under 
rules.

The owners also bred her which 
makes the wins extra special and 
have been so patient over the years 
with her and her other offspring, so I 
am so delighted for them and for the 
support of the yard.

Gamesters Wins Four

As well as trying very hard to produce winning 
racehorses Stockton Hall is supporting our 
retired racehorses in finding success in other 
disciplines.

Owners Pam & Steve Evason are enthusiastic 
supporters of the RoR initiative. Retraining of 
Racehorses is an organisation that promotes 
and encourages alternative careers for 
thoroughbreds when they finish racing. Show 
jumping and eventing are obvious routes to 
follow for these equine athletes but showing 
and dressage are equally popular. Formed in 
2000 the RoR charity was set up to promote 
the versatility and adaptability of racehorses 
following their retirement from the race track. 
RoR classes can be found at most big horse 
shows and events.

“The Mighty Noake” joined Stockton Hall in 
2014. He ran successfully winning a Point to 
Point for his owners before retiring in 2016.

Pam, as part of the owners syndicate started 
the slow task of rehabilitating and retraining 
“Noah”, as he is now known, after he 
sustained a career ending injury. Time and 
patience are now paying dividends as “Noah” 
is settling into his new career. He recently 
finished 2nd in his first affiliated British 
Dressage competition and more outings are 
planned.

Competition is fierce 
for Pam’s attention 
as 2 other former 
Stockton Hall horses 
are also being 
retrained at home – “Quantum Theory” and 
“Bronzallure” will be competing next year as 
the pace steps up in their education.

We will be following their careers with interest.



The following season he was second under rules but unfortunately picked up an injury so had a year off and then came back point to 
pointing to get his confidence up, he unseated first time before going on to win two races very easily at Bangor, he then went back under 
rules for one final run and the jockey got unseated at the second last when going very well. We just didn’t get the ground last year so he 
only ran four times but ran some massive races in defeat including when he finished second in a good race at Uttoxeter.

Having won so easily at Bangor first time out 
it was very tempting to run him before the 
handicapper put him up, however we decided 
to wait and although we knew he was going 
to go up 12lbs he has never been the most 
straight forward and we are training him 
completely differently at home now. We ran 
him at Huntingdon last weekend, one month 
after Bangor and although he was running 
off 12lbs higher he won by 11 lengths eased 
down. Paddy Brennan gave him a great ride 
taking it up going to the last and he sprinted 
away, he is definitely a horse on the rise and 
we hope he can keep on improving which 
he will need to do as the handicapped has put us up another 
12lb! As we have altered the way we train him he seems to be 
a lot more settled in his routine this season which has made the 
difference and as well as this going chasing has really helped, 

he jumps so well and although not being a big horse he is very 
athletic and foot perfect over his fences. He will have another 
month before he runs and fingers crossed it can be a big season 
for him.

Two Two Three

I bought Late Romantic as a 4 year old store from Doncaster 
sales, he had good pedigree and by Mahler looked a tough type 
ideal for Point to Points (which I was doing at the time.) He was 
sharp to break in but it soon became apparent he had plenty of 
ability and found everything very easy. He came to hand quickly 
and was second first time out just running a bit green in the 
closing stages, he was then cruising miles clear second time 
out and his saddle slipped and the Jockey got unseated. He 
got his act together in his second season however and won his 
Maiden in good style, he did however unseat and fall twice in 
that season when going to win.

The rain hasn’t stopped this autumn and with him loving soft 
ground everything panned out perfectly for him at Wetherby 
on Charlie Hall day, with a fantastic ride from Paddy Brennan 
to produce him well at the last to win easily in the end. He is 
tough stayer who just loves the mud and just hasn’t had a lot 
of luck which made Wetherby so special for all involved. Dan 
who works for me runs the syndicate that owns him and he has 
worked for me for 5 years and always put his heart and soul 
into the job so it was fantastic it won for him and gave him and 
the team such a good day. There are plenty of opportunities for 
him towards the end of this month including a racing over 3 mile 
4 furlongs on Betfair Chase day at Haydock which should really 
suit and with all this rain conditions will hopefully be perfect. He 
is now rated 130 so can be aimed at some real nice races and 
with his conditions he should be very competitive still.

Late Romantic
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New Horses from the Sales
We spent a long week in Newmarket at the 
end of October and Dan spent many hours 
studying all the form before we went with 
a long list for each day. After trotting them 
up and inspecting them closely we soon 
whittled the list down to a specific few. 
They were extremely hard to buy this year 

however with buyers from all over the world. 
We were delighted to secure three crackers 
with enough size, scope, stamina and 
ability to go hurdling. We bought a lovely 3 
year old Conundrum who showed a good 
level of ability and was very consistent on 
the flat and he is a natural already and he 

has a lovely attitude. Ride the Monkey 
won on his debut as a 2 year old so 
obviously has plenty of ability and is a 
very athletic sort, he is obviously slightly 
quirky so jumping could be exactly 
what he needs. We also have  
El Barracho available in 1/8 shares.

FOR SALE: EL BORRACHO

Buy an 1/8 share for
£4375

He is a hardy sort who has taken his racing very well and is a good moving sound horse who 
passed his vetting very well especially when he ran only last week. He stays very well on the 
flat as he showed when winning over 1 mile 6 furlong at Chelmsford in September. He has 
always been trained by Simon Dow and hopefully he will be suited by a change of scenery 
also. He has ran twice on good to soft and ran with credit in both starts so should handle a 
bit of cut. Being rated 75 he obviously has a high level of ability and has plenty of scope for 
hurdle. A horse we are really excited about.

We have jumped him already and he is 
very natural and seems to really enjoy it
 
If you would like to purchase a share in 
El Borracho or in another horse to run 
on the flat or over jumps, please call 
Oliver on 07771 571 000.

- The purchase price
- All training fees until 01/08/20 
  (ex racing and vets fees)
- All sales fees
- Vetting
- VAT is due on top however will be      
  reclaimed for you

This includes:

Our latest winner came on Saturday at Uttoxeter as Veriena lost her maiden 
tag in impressive fashion. She showed glimpses of ability last year and ran 
with plenty of credit on a few occasions and started off this season with a 
positive run at Stratford where she had no luck in running but still ran well. 
She had come on for the run at home and we went to Uttoxeter pretty 
confident of a good run and she didn’t let us down handling the very testing 
conditions extremely well and took up the lead at the second last before 
running out a 15 length winner! She is owned by a local bunch who have 
been very patient with her and that patience seems to be paying off and 
she will go back to Uttoxeter for a very similar race in a months time and 
hopefully she can go very well again. She was given a great ride by Ross 
Turner whose 5lb claim comes in very handy especially in those conditions.

Veriena
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