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Plans for the 
Summer and Exciting  
Improvements to 
Come
Once we get all the winter horses 
out in the fields, it will free up some 
time and enable us to start making 
improvements for next season.  
 
There is always plenty to do in 
the fields and we will be replacing 
some fencing as well as in putting 
new gates and jumps to improve 
accessibility. We are going to fence 
round the new extension to the 
gallop which will smarten it up and 
also create some new paddocks for 
turning out. 
 
Other plans including putting in an 
all-weather jumping strip on the old 
part of the hill gallop which will be 
ideal for schooling the horses over 
fences and hurdles when the grass is 
too firm or too soft. 
 
In our resting straw barn we have 
had wire pens for horses to date 
but the plans are to improve this by 
sectioning it with concrete panels. 
They will not be full height so the 
horses will still be able to see each 
other which will keep them happy 
and relaxed. 

A SEASON TO REMEMBER

Herbier has been a star this season 
and to win for us at Sandown on the 
last day of the season was a huge 
boost for everyone involved. It was a 
highly competitive and valuable race 
so for him to win with ears pricked 
and going away was very impressive. 
 
It was his third win of the season, all 
under Paddy Brennan who gets on 
with him so well and produced him to 
win at the last. 
 
I was at Deauville Sales when he was 
going under the hammer and was 
so happy when he did not make his 
reserve. Dad and his friends agreed 
to him to coming to Malpas to be 
trained here. He is a lovely, big and 
relaxed horse who took a little time 
to acclimatise but now he is in great 
form and I can’t wait to see what 
he can produce next season next 
season. 
 
Now the season is finished we can 
start to reflect on what has been 
a breakthrough season for the 
yard with 37 winners and a top 30 
position in the trainers’ title. 

Herbier gives us 
a great last day 
of the season

With few exceptions, the horses have run 
extremely well throughout the wet winter and 
continue to do so on the better ground. People 
keep asking what has made the difference, and 
I think it’s been a combination of factors. 
 
We have continued on an improving trajectory 
with more horses (and better quality horses) each 
year and the new extension of the gallop has 
proved of massive benefit, allowing us to work 
the horses harder without making them sore. 
 
We also changed to Equerry feed which has 
seen the horses hold their condition better; it’s 
made locally in Malpas, only three miles away, 
and the horses seem to relish its freshness and 
eat it up really well. 
 
With 90% of our horses being owned by 
syndicates, The Racing Manager has been a 
fantastic tool and something we would not be 
without now, enabling us to carry on building the 
syndicates and ensuring owners get the most 
out of ownership.  
 
But if I had to pinpoint one reason for the 
increase in winners, I would have to put it down 
to the team around us. We’ve got a fantastic 
group of committed staff at Stockton Hall 
whose hard work and dedication, alongside the 
expertise of our vets, farriers, osteopath etc, 
has combined to create a well-oiled machine. 
Josh and I have formed a great working 
relationship, with clear areas of individual 
responsibility and, with Dan and Cai in 
supporting roles, it’s set a mould for continuing 
our success in future seasons.



RECENT WINNERS 

SHADY CHARACTER FURIUS DE CIERGUES

We have had some impressive winners since our last newsletter 
including Herbiers, Evander, Shady Character, Gouet des 
Bruyers, Lex Talionis and Furius de Ciergues. 
 
Herbiers gave us one of our biggest wins to date at Ascot 
under a fantastic ride from Paddy Brennan, sticking his neck 
out to win and showing his tough racing style. 
 
I was thrilled when Brendan Powell rode Evander to win at 
Ludlow on this horse’s last start for the season. Brendan got 
him into a lovely rhythm, and he jumped really well to wrap up 
the race. He has been so consistent this season being placed 
or winning on every start bar one. 
 
Shady Character has been a little bit frustrating, and his owners 
have been extremely patient with him, so I was delighted when 
he won at Southwell, given a very never say die ride from Ross.   
 
Gouet des Bruyeres is another horse who has taken time for 
things to click since coming over from France. I was delighted 
to see it all come together at Wetherby where he won very 
easily, rewarding his owners for their tolerance. 
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Lex Talionis has been so consistent this time and on two 
occasions bumped into very well handicapped horses, so it 
was great to see him get his head in front at Chepstow for a 
well-deserved win. It was an amateur riders’ race and so Toby 
Wynne was on board. He gave him a cracking ride; Lex can 
be quite lazy and Toby kept him up to his work and got him 
jumping really well. He looked to be in control when his main 
rival unfortunately fell leaving Lex to go on and win nicely.  

Our latest winner was Furius de Ciergues who has been a star 
this season, winning twice and being placed in every other 
start. He won at Stratford over three and a half miles where, 
despite looking in danger at the second last, won extremely well 
in the end. He isn’t the quickest, but he jumps for fun and stays 
forever so will give his new owners a whole lot of fun. He has 
recently been bought by the yard’s newest owners, Ratkatcha 
Racing, who have some lovely horses with us for next season 
and we were really pleased to get their first win on the board.

This is one of my favourite times of year when we can turn many of the horses 
out to grass for a well-earned summer holiday. The nights have been quite 
cold, so we have waited until this week to turn them out. They will stay out 
until early July when they will then come back in to get ready for the autumn.

Turning Horses out for their 
Summer Holidays

We had great fun doing our tipping competition 
and very well done to Chris Hickey for winning the 
competition and to Dave Jones for finishing second.

Aintree Tipping 
Competition

https://www.olivergreenall.co.uk/horses-for-sale/
https://twitter.com/olivergreenall
https://www.facebook.com/OCGRacing
https://www.facebook.com/JGPOINTING/
https://www.smartplannerracing.com
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It was a privilege to have Bob Champion here at the yard to walk four miles 
around the gallops as part of his #Bobs40For40Challenge walk is in aid 
of the Bob Champion Cancer Trust.  
 
His stories about his fight with cancer and working for Josh Gifford were 
fascinating and it was a pleasure to spend a couple of hours with him 
showing him the area. He is walking for four weeks and if you would like to 
donate, please log on to his website www.bobchampion.org.uk 
for further details.

Bob Champion Visit

STATS FROM THE 2020/21 SEASON 

29TH IN THE JUMPS 
TRAINERS TABLE FOR 
THE 2020/21 SEASON

182 PLACES FROM 329 RUNNERS 
(55% OF HORSES IN THE PRIZE MONEY!)

FIRST MAN WON 4 TIMES ECOSSAIS WON 3 TIMES HERBIER WON 3 TIMES

£309,410.45
TOTAL PRIZE MONEY 37 WINS 

(25 DIFFERENT HORSES)

https://www.olivergreenall.co.uk/horses-for-sale/
https://twitter.com/olivergreenall
https://www.facebook.com/OCGRacing
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